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This Presentation

Development plans

1. Is the plan led system valid given problems with resources and 

priorities?

2. Are representations about inadequate land supply being listened to 

locally?
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This Presentation – Part 1

Development plans

1. Is the plan led system valid 

given problems with resources 

and priorities?

2. Are representations about 

inadequate land supply being 

listened to locally?
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Progress with Local Plans:
Still a long way to go
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% figures rounded
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Progress with Local Plans:
Of the plans submitted, a quarter have faltered
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As at September 2016

Hitting 
Problems
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This Presentation – Part 1

Development plans

1. Is the plan led system valid 

given problems with resources 

and priorities?

2. Are representations about 

inadequate land supply being 

listened to locally?
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Context

Scottish Planning Review 2016

Recommendation 1. 

The primacy of the development plan should 

be retained.

… there is a need to focus on outcomes, 

rather than policy and procedure.
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Why a Plan led system…

• The planning system is used to make decisions about future 

development, and the use of land in our towns, cities and countryside.

• It decides where development should happen, where it should 

not and how development affects its surroundings.

• Decisions about planning applications are based on the 

development plan for your area, which is prepared by your local 

council or national park authority.

• The planning system balances competing demands to make sure that 

land is used and developed in the public’s long-term interest.

• The effect of the planning system’s decisions should be to help increase sustainable 

economic growth, which is the main purpose of the Scottish Government. 

• This means that the planning system should help build a growing economy, but at the same 

time protect our environment for future generations and make sure that communities can 

enjoy a better quality of life.
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Is a plan led system still valid?

• Local Development Plans

• Strategic Development Plans / Regional Planning

• A National Plan 

• National Planning Policy
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A wee sad state…
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…to happy and 
well loved

That is the real 
challenge for the 
planning review!
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This Presentation – Part 2

Development plans

1. Is the plan led system valid 

given problems with resources 

and priorities?

2. Are representations about 

inadequate land supply being 

listened to locally?
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Context

Scottish Planning Review 2016

Recommendation 13. 

There is an urgent need to establish a 

clearer definition of effective housing land… 

Understanding development viability is 

essential to allocating effective land…
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Scottish Planning Policy (Glossary)

Effective Housing Land Supply -

effective housing land supply is the part of 

the established housing land supply which 

is free or expected to be free of 

development constraints in the period 

under consideration, and will therefore be 

available for the construction of housing.

What is the definition of “effective” land?  
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PAN 2/2010 identifies several factors relevant to whether a site 

(whole or part) is effective: 

What is the definition of “effective” land?  
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How “effective” is 
Effective Land
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective

Site Vintage
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective

Site Vintage
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Site Capacities
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Vintage of Sites/ Site Capacities
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Market Strength
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Homes Being Planned in the Right Places?

“…if housing land is allocated in 

locations where buyers won’t buy 

and builders won’t build, it will not 

be taken up and homes will not be 

provided.”
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength 
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength - Aberdeen 



DEVELOPMENT  PLANS www.nlpplanning.com

Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength - Dundee
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength - Edinburgh
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength -Glasgow
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength - Inverness
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength - Stirling
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength - Perth
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Is the ‘effective’ land truly effective
Market Strength 
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Why else isn’t “effective” land developed?

• The landowner cannot get the price for the site that they want

• A developer cannot secure finance or meet the terms of an option

• Not viable

• Pre-commencement conditions take longer than anticipated to 

discharge

• There are supply chain constraints hindering a start

• An alternative permission is sought for the scheme after approval
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This Presentation – Part 2

Development plans

1. Is the plan led system valid 

given problems with resources 

and priorities?

2. Are representations about 

inadequate land supply being 

listened to locally?
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Towards more effective land supply
How is it being considered by Inspectors? 

APP/R0660/A/14/2213505
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This publication has been written in general terms and cannot be relied on to cover specific situations. We recommend that you obtain professional advice before 

acting or refraining from acting on any of the contents of this publication. NLP accepts no duty of care or liability for any loss occasioned to any person acting or 

refraining from acting as a result of any material in this publication.
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