
www.falcon-chambers.co.uk

1954 Act Reform
How will the Law Commission resolve tensions,
and with what impact on practice and market 

behaviour?

A Paper for The White Paper Conference Company
Commercial Property Leases Conference 16 May 2024

Guy Fetherstonhaugh KC

www.falcon-chambers.com

http://www.falcon-chambers.com/


falcon-chambers.com 2

In the News …
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How long would reform take?

Comparator: the 2003 reforms
1. Papers discussing reform were prepared by the Law Commission in 

1988 and 1992. 

2. The Department conducted two consultation exercises in 1996 and 

2001. 

3. The Department then modified its proposals in the  light of the 

consultation.

4. 2003: the Regulatory Reform (Business Tenancies) (England and 

Wales) Order 2003.
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Progress this time …
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2021:  The Law Commission publishes its ideas for its 14th programme of reform, including  reforms 

to the 1954 Act.

March 2023:  The project is referred to the Law Commission by the Department for Levelling Up, 

Housing and Communities, having been announced as part of the Government’s Anti-Social Behaviour 

Action Plan. 

April 2023: Law Com: “We are in the early stages of the project and are working towards the 

publication of a Consultation Paper (with an aim for its publication in late 2023).”

2024: “We anticipate publication of our consultation paper in Autumn 2024.”

May 2024: “maybe next year …?”
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Where we are now:
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Why the delay …?
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s.23:    Tenancies to which Part II applies

s.24A:  Interim Rent

s.30:     Grounds of opposition

s.34:     Rent

s.35:     Other terms

s.38A:  Contracting out

PACT

Topics for reform:
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s.23: Tenancies to which Part II applies/

s.26: Tenant’s request for a new tenancy
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1954 : … 0

1969: … 226

2004: … 1,183

s.24A: Interim Rent
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s.30: grounds of opposition
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s.34:     Rent
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s.35:     Other terms
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s.38A: Contracting out
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