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Climate Metrics

How do you incorporate carbon and 

climate metrics into tender 

documents, that ensure fairness and 

equity across bidders?



Is GPP mandatory?



When can I use GPP?



Exclusion Criteria

• Non-compliance with applicable national law, collective agreements, EU 

or international environmental, social and labour law (Art. 57.4(a)2 and 

Art 18)

• Grave professional misconduct which renders integrity questionable

(Art. 57.4(c))

• Significant/persistent deficiencies in performance of substantive 

requirement under prior contract which led to termination or comparable 

sanctions(Art. 57.4(g))

• Misrepresentation of any of the above or inability to submit supporting

documents (Art. 57.4(h)).

Article 57 of Directive 2014/24/EU



Selection Criteria
Selection criteria allow you to check that bidders have appropriate 

experience and technical and professional ability and human capacity to 

deliver GPP aspects of a contract but must be proportionate and related to 

the subject matter of the contract.

Selection Criteria related to GPP may include:

• Human and technical resources

• Experience and references

• Educational and professional qualifications of staff

• Environmental management systems and schemes (e.g. EMAS, ISO 

14001)

• Supply chain management/tracking systems

• Samples of products

• Conformity assessment certificates



Specifications and Award Criteria
• Where most economically advantageous tender (MEAT) is chosen as the 

award basis, contracting authorities can include environmental criteria, 

provided those criteria:

• Are linked to the subject-matter of the contract

• Do not confer an unrestricted freedom of choice on the contracting 

authority

• Are expressly mentioned in the contract notice and tender documents; 

together with their weightings and any applicable subcriteria

• Are not selection/eligibility criteria (e.g general capacity); and

• Comply with the fundamental principles of EU law



Specifications and Award Criteria

• Total cost of ownership (including purchase/lease costs, fuel/energy 

consumption over a specified mileage and driving conditions, and 

maintenance costs where relevant) 45%

• Vehicle handling/road test 20%

• Co2 emissions – lower than specified maximum 10%

• Air pollutant emissions – lower than specified maximum 10%

• Extended warranty 10%

• Zero tailpipe emission capability 5%

Sample Award criteria for a vehicle procurement



EPA Green Public Procurement 
Guidance 2021



What Evidence can be requested for 
evaluation of GPP Criteria?



Relevant case law 

The judgment concludes that a contracting authority may take into account 

ecological criteria provided that: 

• they are linked to the subject-matter of the contract, 

• do not confer an unrestricted freedom of choice on the authority, 

• are expressly mentioned in the contract documents or tender notice, 

and 

• comply with all the fundamental principles of Community law, in 

particular the principle of non-discrimination. 

Finnish buses [2003] 3 CMLR 20 



Relevant case law
Dutch Coffee Case[2013] All ER (ECCC) 804. ECJ case

clarifying extent to which a supplier can be required to provide products 

bearing specific labels relating to their fair trade/environmental credentials.  

Found: 

•(a)If using environmental specifications, must be set out in full in 

the spec

•(b) Fair trade is not a technical specification and so cannot be 

included but can be in a contract condition 

•Evaluation criteria can reflect fair trade or eco-requirements, but 

they must be limked to the subject matter of the contract and 

observe the principles of equality, non discrimination and 

transparency



Relevant case law

• Dutch Coffee Case (2) 

• General requirements on bidders to demonstrate socially responsible 

business cannot be used as pre –qualification factors.

• Equal treatment means that factors have to be identified with clarity 

and precision. 

• Republic v Germany C-20/01-It was not impossible that a technical 

reason relating to the environment may be taken into account, but there 

was not enough evidence to substantiate this claim . 



The Future

Article 3

"For the purposes of establishing the degree to which an investment is 

environmentally sustainable, an economic activity shall qualify as 

environmentally sustainable where that economic activity: 

• (a) contributes substantially to one or more of the environmental 

objectives set out in Article 9 in accordance with Articles 10 to 16; 

• (b) does not significantly harm any of the environmental objectives set 

out in Article 9 in accordance with Article 17; 

• (c) is carried out in compliance with the minimum safeguards laid down 

in Article 18; and

• (d) complies with technical screening criteria that have been established 

by the Commission in accordance with Article 10 (3), 11(3), 12(2), 13(2), 

14(2) or 15(2)."

Taxonomy Regulation (EU) 2020/852 and Delegated Act



Maples Group - Do No Significant Harm Handbook:

https://issuu.com/maplesgroup/docs/mg_dnsh_a4-test 


